
 

 

 

 

February 6, 2023 

Ralph Bland, CEO & President 

New Paradigm for Education, Inc. 

4001 29th Street 

Detroit, MI  48210 

 

Dear Mr. Bland, 

 

This letter serves as Muskegon Heights Public School Academy System Board of Directors’ 

(Board of Directors) notice to New Paradigm for Education (NPFE), that NPFE is in material 

breach of the Management Services Agreement (MSA) that you signed and made effective July 1, 

2022.   

 

The Board of Directors and our community are disgusted and outraged with NPFE’s failure to 

serve and educate our students, to fulfill our constitutional and fiduciary duties as public officials, 

and NPFE’s creation of such a toxic operating environment that our workforce has been 

systematically depleted. 

 

When the Board of Directors attempted to work with you in good faith to address NPFE’s issues, 

we were met with rude and condescending behavior, along with evasive and deficient answers. 

We also have seen and heard about the disrespectful and disingenuous ways you treat our students, 

teachers, parents, contractors, and community members.  

 

The lack of care and support you have shown for our most vulnerable special needs students is 

shameful. NPFE’s failure to perform has caused the Michigan Department of Education, the 

Muskegon Area Intermediate School District, and our authorizing agency to find the System out 

of compliance with state and federal law and our charter contract. 

 

When teachers and staff try to raise issues, it is frequently reported that you and NPFE retaliate 

and foster a culture of fear wherein people are afraid to speak up. We also witnessed you taking a 

similar approach with our students. In fact, without the Board of Directors and our legal counsel’s 

intervention, you would have continued to violate students’ First Amendment rights when they 

walked out of the school in protest last fall..  
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NPFE has repeatedly failed to provide the Board with requested information, records, and reports. 

It is the Board’s belief that NPFE used stamped signatures of past members no longer serving on 

the Board of Directors to withdraw public funds from our bank account.  

 

The egregious mismanagement perpetuated by NPFE against the Muskegon Heights Public School 

Academy System is worse than non-performance under the MSA. NPFE’s failure to perform its 

duties shocks the conscience. Worse, NPFE’s failures and incompetence have inflicted such 

serious damage to MHPSAS, that its future is now in jeopardy.  

 

For these reasons and more, you and NPFE are being formally notified in accordance with 

Article VIII, section A of the MSA, that you have thirty (30) days to cure the material 

breaches as detailed in the attached correspondence.  

 

You and NPFE also are notified in accordance with Article VIII, section D of the MSA, that 

the Board of Directors is electing to exercise its 90-day notice to terminate the MSA without 

cause. 

 

Should you and NPFE fail to properly cure these material breaches, it is the Board of Directors’ 

expectation that you will fully cooperate and act in a professional manner to ensure a smooth 

transition in accordance with Article VIII, section H of the MSA. This includes, but is not limited 

to, returning and restoring our data, records, and materials; and vacating the premises no later than 

the thirty first (31st) day.  

 

Additional details and instructions are contained in Exhibit A, which is attached to this letter. 

Should you have any questions regarding these notices, you may have your attorney contact our 

legal counsel, Eric Delaporte. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

MHPSAS Board of Directors 

 

______________________________________          ________________________________ 

Rose A. Hunt, Ph.D., Board President                            Leslie Kitchen-Slater, Vice President 

 

 

 

      ______________________________________          _________________________________ 

      David Fox, Treasurer/Secretary                                        Patricia A. Minott, Trustee 

      

 

     cc:  Attorney Eric Delaporte        

            Muskegon Heights Board of Education  

            Superintendent Randy Lindquist, MAISD 



 Superintendent Michael Rice, MDE 


