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 Food Truck Ordinance Discussion 

Background: 
The City Council is being asked to discuss the possibility of amending the mobile food vendor 
ordinance (City Code, Chapter 14, Division 2), which regulates food trucks and other types of 
vendors. Possible amendments might include simplifying definitions, streamlining regulations, 
and allowing food trucks to operate year-round and in more areas of the City than those 
currently allowed. 
Last year, staff and the City Attorney began a comprehensive review of the City Code, with the 
aim of bringing potential ordinance amendments to the City Council sometime in 2022. During 
that process, the mobile food vendor ordinance was one of the articles in the code that was 
identified as being particularly in need of clarifying revisions. 
Separate and aside from the code review, a City resident who owns a food truck known as the 
Fruit Street Kitchen has contacted staff and requested that the City Council consider the 
possibility of amending the ordinance to allow food trucks to operate year-round. The current 
ordinance limits food vending licenses to the period between April 1 and October 31. 
Further, there appears to be some interest in the community to allow food trucks in areas of the 
City where they are currently prohibited. Under the current ordinance, food trucks can only 
operate on private property in the B-2 General Busines District and B-4 Major Thoroughfare 
Business District, subject to a license issued by the City Clerk. It is a violation of the City Code 
to operate food trucks in the Central Business District, residential districts, industrial districts, 
etc.  
Because these various issues implicate land use, if the City Council is interested in considering 
potential ordinance amendments, staff’s recommended first step would be to refer the request to 
the Planning Commission for further study.  
Recommendation: 
Staff recommends that the City Council consider a motion to ask the Planning Commission to 
review and make a recommendation as to whether the City should amend the mobile food 
vendor ordinance. 
Staff Materials: 
Correspondence from Fruit Street Kitchen representative 
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-----Original Message-----
From: Mo'Nique Crowley <mymothersdream1@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2021 7:07 AM
To: Kate Hosier <khosier@southhavenmi.gov>
Subject: City Council Proposal

Caubon: External Email

Mrs Hosier,

       Please allow this email to serve as a proposal for South Haven City Council. I would like to propose year around 
vending. All business owners would sbll be required to adhere to the City’s current policies regarding pulling of 
permits, locabon of vending carts and food trucks/trailers, operabon bmes, insurance, and adherence to associated 
policies or guidelines, such as Health Department compliance. This proposal is designed to be an addibon to the 
exisbng ordinance. It would allow the City to collect money from permits during the winter months. If approved this 
could be accomplished by modifying the exisbng ordinance to include a “winter vending season”, or by adding an ordi
nance that is for this parbcular season.
     The current ordinance as it stands, strictly caters to the tourists during the summer months. It doesn’t afford any 
opportunibes for the locals that are here year around. This ordinance has been in effect for quite some bme now, and 
it may have been a great solubon in the past. With the current situabon and economic bmes it is imperabve that C
ity’s take the necessary steps to accommodate their cibzens in any way that would be to the greater benefit of 
society.
     It would be greatly appreciated if this maher could be brought before your council in a bmely manner, as we are 
rapidly nearing the end of this year’s vending season.

Sincerely,
 Monique Crowley
October 14, 2021

 Sent from my iPhone
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