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Downtown Holland Street Performer Series Returns This Thursday, June 17! 

 
Holland, MI – After a year-long hiatus due to Covid-19, the Street Performer Series will kick off 
once again in Downtown Holland this Thursday, June 17 from 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm. The Series 
will continue every Thursday from 6:30 pm– 8:30 pm through August 19, with performing artists 
and groups from every background lining 8th Street to perform free for the public. Each evening 
features 20 different performers, including musicians, balloon twisters, magicians, dancers, 
caricature artists, and more. The Street Performer Series is proudly sponsored by Gentex 
Corporation.  
 
"Gentex is excited to sponsor the Summer Street Performer Series once again," said Seth 
Bushouse, Gentex Senior Director of Human Resources. “As Michigan continues to open up, 
the community, perhaps more than ever, is ready to get out and enjoy all that Downtown 
Holland has to offer. We appreciate seeing friends and families enjoying the sights and sounds 
of the street performers while spending time shopping and dining along 8th Street." 
 
Each Thursday night from June 17 through August 19, 20 performing artists and groups will 
perform free for the public on 8th Street between Columbia and Pine Avenues as part of the 
Street Performer Series. 8th Street will be closed to traffic and parking from College Avenue to 
River Avenue to allow for adequate social distancing on the sidewalks. While the Series is free 
to attend, tipping the performers is highly encouraged.  
 
This Thursday, the Ottawa County Health Department will also be hosting a Covid-19 Vaccine 
Clinic during the Street Performers Series. They will have the Pfizer vaccine available to anyone 
ages 12 and up this Thursday and again on July 8. No advanced registration is necessary, but a 
photo ID is required, and a parent must be present to give consent to anyone under the age of 
18. The vaccine clinic will take place on College Avenue just off 8th Street behind Musician’s 
Park. 
 
In addition to the exclusive event sponsor, Gentex Corporation, the Street Performer Series is 
also supported by a generous $4,000 grant from the Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultural 
Affairs through the Holland Area Arts Council. 
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Street Performer Series Performer Line-Up for June 17 

 
Andrew Nelson 
Andrew Nelson is a folk-pop singer-songwriter from Holland. He started playing music in 2008 
and has performed original music and covers throughout the Midwest over the past 11 years in 
coffee shops, small theaters and various other live music spaces.  
 
Beach Bros 
The Beach Bros is comprised of Micah Huisman and Caleb VanderKooi, who have both been 
playing music since they were young. Micah plays the cello, and Caleb plays the cajon, and 
together they perform covers of all types of music genres. They have been street performing in 
Holland and Grand Haven for the past three summers.  
 
The Balloon Guy 
Jim Perry, also known as “The Balloon Guy,” has been twisting balloons for nearly 40 years. He 
is a graduate of the world famous Ringling Brothers and Barnum and Bailey Clown College. Jim 
can make more than 100 different balloon animals, along with swords, flowers, hats and more. 
 
Bruce Cooke 
A retired math teacher, Bruce Cooke brings a lifetime of music appreciation to performing folk, 
gospel, blues and American Standard jazz songs on a variety of instruments to the Street 
Performer Series. He also enjoys performing at church and in schools both in bands and as a 
soloist.  
 
Caricatures by Corey  
Corey Ruffin is a world-renowned caricaturist who has drawn faces in 48 states and on four 
different continents. Corey emphasizes humor and comedy in his exaggerated drawings. He is 
one of the fastest caricature artists in the nation and can whip out a portrait in less than a 
minute…much to the crowd’s amazement!  
 
Chase Griffin 
Chase Griffin has been playing the saxophone for just over eight years and attended Western 
Michigan University, where he studied both the jazz and classical styles of the saxophone. He 
enjoys street performing because of his ability to bring a smile to people’s faces.  
 
Dan Mutschler 
Dan Mutschler is a self-taught balloon artist who performs regularly at birthday parties, scouting 
events, art fairs and at Logan’s Roadhouse. He also volunteers weekly at several nursing 
homes, performing card tricks and visiting with elderly residents. 
 
Dann the Band 
Dann has been a professional solo and group musical artist for over 40 years. Dann has 
thousands of performances plus national tours under his belt. He engages the crowd by 
performing familiar songs that provide audiences the opportunity to sing along.  
 
David Dilsizian 
David Dilsizian is a professional jazz singer and writer who has performed in Nashville, Chicago, 
New York and Detroit. He recently released a children's book entitled "Unlikely Friends" telling 
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the true story of the friendship between Ella Fitzgerald and Marilyn Monroe.  
 
Easy Does It 
Easy Does It features Dean Michaels on the harp and Greg Howard on the guitar. This duo has 
been performing their mix of classical music and popular tunes together at weddings, dinner 
parties, receptions and church services since 1990. They’re looking forward to returning to the 
Street Performer Series this year.  
 
Floor Fienz 
The Floor Fienz, led by Matt Perez, is an exciting group of break dancers that have been 
performing for over ten years as part of the Street Performer Series and other community 
events.  In addition to keeping the tradition of break dancing alive, they aim to set a positive 
example for youth in our community. 
 
Gavin Frody 
Gavin Frody has played the cello for seven years and has been a street performer in Downtown 
Holland every year since. He also plays at weddings and events. In the fall, he will head to 
college where he plans to major in cello performance. 
 
Giggles and Chuckles 
Giggles and Chuckles can twist balloons into hundreds of shapes, including flowers, animals, 
helicopters, wands, swords and more. They cater to kids of all ages and even adults who are 
kids at heart. Giggles and Chuckles have performed at events all across Michigan and are 
excited to return to the Series this year. 
 
Jahara 
Jahanara Begum has been a street performer in Downtown Holland since the beginning of the 
Street Performer Series. She is a highly skilled and experienced henna artist who uses all 
natural ingredients that are safe for the skin. Her designs never fail to impress her fans of all 
ages! 
 
Josiah Broussard 
Josiah Broussard has been singing for as long as he can remember and has played the guitar 
for almost six years. He has performed in choirs and church groups throughout his life. Now a 
college student at Arkansas State, this will be his fifth summer performing in Downtown Holland. 
 
Henna Tattoos by Anna Schierbeek 
Anna Schierbeek has been performing for the public for 12 years and made her first Street 
Performer Series appearance when she was 17. She has both her BFA and Masters in Drawing 
from Kendall College of Art and Design. Anna loves to be a part of the community and connect 
with others through drawing.  
 
Matthew P. Kilroy 
Matthew P. Kilroy is a human statue who comes to life to play music! With eight instruments 
under his belt, he has been a solo performer for over 40 years. In 2012, he began his act 
entitled “The Irish Street Musician” which he has performed at many venues in Michigan. 
 
M Brooks + Larissa Fall 
Larissa Fall is a classically trained violinist who studied music at Hope College. She has 
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performed with The Who, Sarah McLaughlin, Michael W. Smith, in the Holland Symphony, and 
is the concertmaster of the Vintage Parlor Orchestra. M Brooks is a Michigan-based folk 
singer/songwriter. Together, they perform folk music and covers. 
 
Stephen Bolin 
Stephen Bolin is a singer and guitar player who has been performing for almost 15 years. He 
started playing the guitar in high school, and he still loves it now at 72 years young! He has 
performed at farmers markets and in Downtown Holland. 
 
Whorled 
A three-piece band based in West-Michigan, the members of Whorled play in sync as if they’d 
been together their entire musical careers, despite only joining together a year ago. Whorled 
focuses on upholding and respecting instrumental folk music traditions across the globe and  
re-imagines the music in their own eclectic style. 
 
 
About Gentex Corporation: 
Gentex Corporation is a technology company suppling electronics and connectivity products to 
the automotive industry, dimmable aircraft windows for aviation markets, and fire protection 
products to the fire protection market.  The company was founded in Zeeland in 1974 and is 
Ottawa County’s largest employer. 
 
About Downtown Holland: 
Located in the heart of the City of Holland, just minutes from the shores of Lake Michigan and 
adjacent to the beautiful campus of Hope College, Downtown Holland is a premier shopping, 
dining and events destination like none other. Downtown Holland features over 100 locally 
owned boutiques, shops and galleries, along with breweries, cafes and restaurants. Downtown 
Holland is also home to unique cultural attractions and an award-winning farmers market. For 
more information and the latest Downtown Holland news and updates, visit us online at 
www.downtownholland.com, follow Downtown Holland on Facebook and Instagram or call 
616.796.1210. 
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