
Intro: 
The gravity of the current situation surrounding the Black Lives Matter Resolution has compelled 
me to speak today. As the person hired to uphold the integrity and success of Mona Shores, 
and to ensure the focus stays on doing what is best for kids, I am going to ask for permission to 
speak with candor and honesty to the Board as a whole. I know this is out of the ordinary but we 
find ourselves in an extraordinary time. Mr. Miller, may I have permission to speak with candor? 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mona Shores Board of Education- 
 
I am proud of this Board for its attempt to solidify the work the District is doing to address race 
and equality. I am proud of this Board for the leadership it took to present a list of actions we 
could collectively take to make our community even better.  I am proud of this Board for 
supporting a resolution that was intended to help ensure the conversation and actions continue 
around race, inclusion, acceptance, equality, and equity for students and families with a 
particular focus on supporting our black and brown families. 
 
That said, I am also embarrassed that our black and brown families have yet another effort to 
support them misappropriated; that the good intentions of the Board have been hijacked and 
misappropriated apparently for personal gain; that the resolution meant to bring an opportunity 
to enlighten and unify the district has seemingly been bent to a personal agenda; that deliberate 
efforts have been made to make this a matter of politics, calling for the use of Board meetings 
to foster political divisiveness on both sides. 

 
I can no longer sit idly by as Trustee Wilson twists the narrative to try to convince people that he 
is the only one that supported this resolution. The Board voted 6-0 to support the resolution, yet 
Trustee Wilson continues to use social media to imply that his colleagues do not support it, nor 
the spirit or intent of it. That spirit and intent has been negatively impacted and its viability has 
been called into question while his actions continue to fan the flames of divisiveness, and its 
original intent is no longer actionable. 
 
The fundamental charge of the Mona Shores Board of Education is the teaching and learning of 
students, training of its instructional leadership and staff, assuring the emotional safety and 
health of its students, based on the best data, evidence, and professional educational rigor. 
In seeking a way forward that keeps with the original spirit and intent of the Board’s resolution, I 
have two requests of the Mona Shores Board of Education.  
 
I ask the Board to direct me and my team to establish a committee that is inclusive of the voices 
in our community. This committee will bring a report and recommendation of actions our District 
and community can take related to race, inclusiveness, acceptance, equity, and equality by the 
end of this school year. This recommendation will inform a Board resolution that is truly 
representative of this community, and is also no longer tied to the political polarization of the 



current resolution. We will present recommendations that our entire community can get behind 
and that do not lead people to wrongly infer ties to politically affiliated organizations. 
 
With a heavy heart I will share my second request. I ask the Mona Shores Board of Education to 
suspend the Black Lives Matter Resolution and hold it in abeyance until the above mentioned 
committee can provide a comprehensive report including recommendations.  Do not confuse 
this as folding to pressure, it is quite the opposite, I am seeking a way to keep the intent and 
spirit of it alive. Recent activities have destroyed the ability for my team to take action based 
upon the resolution. By suspending this now tainted resolution the Board would be opening the 
door for our team and our community to take real action towards a more inclusive, accepting, 
and equitable school community. 
  
In closing, our families deserve better. Our community deserves better. Most of all, our kids 
deserve better. Please know that the work to be a more inclusive and equitable school 
community will continue despite the shameless politicizing of what should be a human rights 
issue. Please know that we will continue to challenge ourselves as a District to know better, and 
to be better, and to lead the way towards being the most inclusive District and community 
imaginable. We will bring the voices of the community together to make a strong 
recommendation to this Board of Education in order to keep our community moving forward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


