
If approved, here’s how the ballot proposals 

would affect the tax rates homeowners pay 

on their primary residences:

PROPOSAL 1
Operating Millage Renewal
This initiative only affects non-homestead 

properties like businesses and vacation 

properties. There’s no tax impact on 

primary residences. 

PROPOSAL 2
Sinking Fund
This initiative would replace the district’s 

existing sinking fund, resulting in a tax 

increase for someone with a $200,000 

home (with a $100,000 taxable value) of 

approximately $30 a year – or less than $3 

a month.
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*The Operating Millage Renewal 
proposal renews expiring taxes – it would 

NOT create new revenue streams.
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West Ottawa Public Schools has two initiatives 

on the August ballot—one to maintain the school 

district’s full millage rate on non-homestead 

properties and the other to allow the district 

to use sinking fund dollars to pay for capital 

improvements. 

Why are we moving forward with these 
ballot initiatives right now? 
The 18 mills levied under the Operating Millage 

Renewal represent approximately 17% of the 

district’s annual budget. If this millage does 

not pass, then there is no way for the district 

to recover the loss in general fund operating 

revenue. To continue to demonstrate fi scal 

responsibility on behalf of the West Ottawa 

community, district leadership and the Board 

of Education believes moving forward with the 

ballot initiative will allow West Ottawa Public 

Schools to maintain current programs and 

offerings for our students.

AUGUST BALLOT

This millage renews the existing levy of the 

18 mills that expired on December 31, 2019. 

This tax may be assessed on all property, 

except principal residence and other property 

exempt by law. The district is asking voters to 

renew the maximum tax rate of 18 mills on 

non-homestead properties only – not primary 

residences. The school district will collect 

an estimated $13,405,600 if the millage is 

approved and 18 mills are levied in 2020. 

Funding from the Operating Millage Renewal 

would go toward general operations – such as 

classroom staff and academic resources. 

This proposal allows the district to take advantage 

of a law allowing sinking funds to be used to 

support capital improvements so that funds from 

the district’s operating budget can be reserved for 

classroom and co-curricular resources. The new 

sinking fund would replace the district’s existing 

fund, and the money would be used to address 

facility upgrades and site improvements, ranging 

from HVAC (heating and cooling) enhancements, 

asphalt improvement, carpet replacement, energy 

effi cient upgrades, fencing, and necessary roof 

replacement at schools across the district. 

The school district would collect an estimated 

$686,600 if the sinking fund is approved in 2020. 

If approved, the tax increase for someone with a 

$200,000 home (with a $100,000 taxable value) 

would be approximately $30 a year – or less than 

$3 a month. 

The initiative is part of West Ottawa Public Schools’ 

efforts to maintain a warm and inviting learning 

environment for its students. The district, with 

support from the school community, has invested 

$5,537,981 over the past 10 years on facility 

upgrades to strengthen its learning environment. 
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