
Ronald Caniff 
 

July 20, 2020 

 

School Board Members 
Kent Intermediate School District 
2930 Knapp Street NE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49525 
 
Dear Members of the Board: 
 
Please consider this letter my resignation from my position as superintendent of Kent Intermediate 
School District, effective December 31, 2020, in order that I may retire at that time. 
 
The privilege of serving as superintendent of Kent ISD has been a true honor and the highlight of my 
career.  As I’m sure you realize, stepping away from such an amazing organization is not an easy 
decision, but after 20+ years serving as a superintendent, and over 36 years in the profession, I believe 
it’s time.  The timing of my departure – the end of December – will allow us to get what will assuredly be 
a challenging start-up to the school year behind us, and hopefully by the time I leave a sense of normal 
operations returns with the potential advances occurring in the development of a COVID-19 vaccine.  
 
Although I am very excited over the new chapter that awaits me in retirement, I will miss the daily 
interactions with the staff of Kent ISD. I have tremendous respect and appreciation for the talented and 
dedicated team members I’ve worked with at Kent ISD, both now and prior years.  Kent ISD is in good 
hands with this talent going forward.  I also greatly appreciate the support provided to me by the board 
during my time here – again, both past and present board members.  Your commitment and dedication 
to the mission of this organization and the people who work here is beyond impressive.  
 
Lastly, I want to acknowledge and express appreciation to the leaders of the local districts we serve.  The 
superintendents of our constituent districts are outstanding both individually and collectively, and I’ll 
miss working alongside of them on the opportunities and challenges of public education.  
 
Please know that I stand ready to assist during the transition of superintendents in any way that will be 
of service to you, Kent ISD, and/or my successor.  
 
With deepest respect, 
 
 
 
Ronald Caniff 
 


