
 

 

 

DATE: October 22, 2019 

 

TO: Mark Washington, City Manager 

 

COMMITTEE: Committee of the Whole 

LIAISON: Mark Washington, City Manager 

 

FROM: Kristen Rewa, Assistant City Attorney, Police Legal Advisor 

 Department of Law 

 

SUBJECT: Resolution providing for the publication of and setting a date to 

consider a proposed ordinance repealing and replacing Chapter 

153 of Title IX of the Code of the City of Grand Rapids entitled 

“Firearms”. 

 

Attached for your consideration is a resolution to authorize the publication of an 
ordinance repealing Chapter 153 of Title IX of the City Code “Firearms” and replacing it 
with a Weapons Ordinance. The resolution also schedules the proposed ordinance for 
consideration and a vote on November 12, 2019. 
 
Over the past two years, pneumatic guns (like bb guns and airsoft rifles) have 
contributed to public safety concerns in the City of Grand Rapids.  Pneumatic guns look 
like real firearms - so much so, that use of pneumatic guns has resulted in residents 
calling 911 believing they have observed real firearms. Officers respond to these calls 
for service as real firearm calls. This has resulted in negative interactions between 
youth and law enforcement.  From January 2018 through September 2019, the police 
department has come into possession of 142 pneumatic gun or imitation firearms (up 
from the 106 reported at the July 23 Committee of the Whole discussion of this 
ordinance).   
 
Due to changes in state law, the City’s current firearms ordinance does not adequately 
regulate the use of pneumatic guns. The city commission can take steps to improve 
public safety and assist with community policing efforts by updating the current firearms 
ordinance to regulate pneumatic guns as allowed by state law.  
 
The current firearms ordinance was adopted in 1967. Piecemeal amendments to the 
ordinance have been approved over the years, with the last amendments to the 
ordinance being approved in 2006.  
 
In 2015, state law changed by removing “pneumatic guns” from the definition of 
“firearms.” State laws governing youth possession and use of pneumatic guns were also 



repealed. Now, it is up to cities to regulate pneumatic guns. While cities are not allowed 
to regulate the look or manufacture of pneumatic guns, cities are allowed to pass laws 
regulating conduct with pneumatic guns including discharge, brandishing, and youth 
possession within certain confines delineated by state law. Currently, the city code does 
not address pneumatic guns.  
 
Separate but related to pneumatic guns are “imitation firearms”. Federal law requires 
toys that have the appearance, shape or configuration of a firearm to contain federally 
approved markings – like a blaze orange tip, or the body be entirely transparent or 
brightly colored. Federal law allows states and municipalities to have some local control 
over regulation of these items, consistent with federal law requirements.  
 
The key concepts of the proposed new ordinance include: 
 

 Aligning the city definition of “firearm” with the state law definition. 

 Regulating pneumatic guns as allowed by state law, including prohibiting 
brandishing, regulating discharge, and prohibiting minors under 16 from 
possessing them without supervision.  

 Regulating other non-firearm projectile weapons, including bows and crossbows, 
in a manner consistent with pneumatic guns. Currently these devices are treated 
as “firearms” under city code.  

 Regulating imitation firearm toys consistent with federal law. This generally 
requires that imitation firearms cannot be possessed unless they have markings 
required by federal law (like an orange tip or a brightly colored body). Federally 
required markings cannot be altered.  

 Maintaining the current prohibition on discharging a firearm in the city. The 
proposed ordinance replaces the prohibition on “flourishing” a firearm in a public 
place with “brandishing” a firearm in a public place – to be more consistent with 
state law. Exceptions to these rules are maintained, but language is updated to 
be consistent with recent changes to state law.  

 Providing a mechanism to dispose of weapons used in violation of this ordinance. 
 
If the ordinance is passed, city staff would embark on a public education campaign to 
inform the community about the changes to the city’s ordinance, focusing particularly on 
information and outreach to parents and school-aged children about the regulations 
concerning bb guns.  
 
Please place this item on the next City Commission agenda. 
 

..



 

YOUR COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE recommends adoption of the following 
resolution providing for the publication of a proposed ordinance repealing and replacing 
Chapter 153 of Title IX of the Code of the City of Grand Rapids entitled “Firearms”. 
 

RESOLVED that: 
 
1. The attached ordinance repealing and replacing Chapter 153 of Title IX of the 

Code of the City of Grand Rapids shall be published as part of the proceedings;  
2. In accordance with Title V, Section 10(b) of the Grand Rapids City Charter, the 

City Clerk shall publish a summary of the ordinance in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the city; and 

3. The proposed ordinance shall be considered for adoption on November 12, 
2019. 

 
Prepared by Kristen Rewa  

 


