
(Note:  This update is in regards to the Crime Alert bulletin that was sent Wednesday evening, pertaining 
to a reported sexual assault on campus) 
  
To our Calvin community, 
  
Late yesterday afternoon, all of us received notice from Campus Safety that a student reported a sexual 
assault on the campus. The reporting party stated being assaulted in the woods near a residence hall 
parking lot during a specific time on a Sunday morning. The jarring nature of that report has affected all 
of us in individual ways, and this email/FAQ is meant to provide some additional information and 
resources as we process this event and promote safety on this campus together. 
  
Q: What is the latest information on the reported incident itself? 
A: The Grand Rapids Police Department has been notified of our situation, and they are providing 
support. The Campus Safety Department is reviewing details of the report, video surveillance, and any 
leads they receive from other students with information, in addition to increasing patrols, presence, and 
visibility in certain areas of the campus. The initial crime alert was very specific in naming a location, 
near the sidewalk between Huizenga Hall and the KHvR parking lot. Because of the number of students 
who used that walkway on Sunday morning, Campus Safety is eager to hear from anyone with 
information that might be helpful. Please contact Campus Safety at 616-526-6452, or Silent Observer at 
616-774-2345, by e-mail at http://www.silentobserver.org/,or by texting to CRIMES (274637) and 
include keyword Tip138 in the message. 
  
Q: Why was a possible name of the perpetrator included in the initial notification? 
A: Initially, it was thought important to give as much information as was available, so as to help identify 
the perpetrator.  Since that time, however, it has become clear that this information has caused some 
unintended harm to male students with that particular name. We’ve received some reports that 
students with the name have been the source of joking or hurtful comments.  It is inappropriate for 
anyone to joke with a student in this context, and we ask that this behavior stop. Thanks for your 
cooperation in this. 
  
Q: What guidelines shaped this notification to students and the campus community? 
A: When a Clery Act crime is reported that, in the judgement of the Director of Campus Safety, may 
represent a serious or continuing threat to faculty, staff, and students, the university is mandated to 
issue a “Crime Alert” to these community members to serve as a timely warning and to aid in the 
prevention of similar crimes. Alerts always include information about the incident and recommended 
safety advice. For confidentiality reasons, victims’ names are never be disclosed in a crime alert. Calvin 
staff received the report on Wednesday afternoon and communicated with students and faculty/staff 
shortly thereafter. 
  
Q: What else is Calvin doing to respond to this incident? 
A: After receiving the initial Crime Alert notification, on-campus residents received a follow up email 
from the Director of Residence Life, offering some initial information about the university’s response, 
encouraging their role in safety, and discussing a number of resources available for support. All 
Residence Life staff members have been notified so that they can provide support as needed, and 
residents should look for opportunities to discuss and process the situation in their own 
communities. Calvin’s Center for Counseling and Wellness (CCW) has a number of resources available to 
students that they would like to highlight: 

  



CCW Resources: 
• Walk-in Support available all day on Friday, November 1 (8 a.m. - Noon, 1 - 4 p.m.). 
• Survivor Support group for female students – Thursdays 3:30-4:45 p.m. – Information and sign 

up form available at https://calvin.edu/offices-services/counseling-and-
wellness/services/seminars-workshops-groups/ - students can also visit CCW in Spoelhof Center 
386 or call 616-526-6123 to sign up 

• Quick-access screenings to connect with mental wellness resources – stop by next week during 
normal office hours 

• Therapist-Assisted Online (TAO) resources related to depression and anxiety – login with Calvin 
email address at https://thepath.taoconnect.org/local/login/index.php 

• Crisis support available during business hours at CCW and 24/7 through Pine Rest – information 
available at https://calvin.edu/offices-services/counseling-and-wellness/emergency-assistance/ 

  
YWCA Resource for community support: 
• http://www.ywcawcmi.org/ 

  
Online Resource for coping with trauma triggers: 
• https://www.nami.org/Blogs/NAMI-Blog/January-2019/7-Tools-for-Managing-Traumatic-Stress 

  
  
Q: How can students use the Campus Safety escort service? 
A: Campus Safety provides an escort service to or from a vehicle or campus building. Students can 
request this service by calling Campus Safety Dispatch at 616-526-6452. 
  
Q: What resources are available to victims of sexual violence? Who can I talk to if I have further 
concerns? 
A: Resident directors (RDs) and resident assistants (RAs) are a good first contact. Professionals from 
health services, campus safety, Center for Counseling and Wellness (CCW), the Safer Spaces team, and 
campus ministries are prepared to offer care and support to students in their areas of expertise. 
Resources on Calvin’s website can be found here: https://calvin.edu/offices-services/student-
organizations/sexual-assault-prevention-team/ and here:  https://calvin.edu/offices-services/student-
conduct/sexual-misconduct.html. As mentioned, CCW also offers a survivor support group 
(https://calvin.edu/offices-services/counseling-and-wellness/services/seminars-workshops-groups/). 
  
Q: What else can I do? 
A: In addition to the safety advice in yesterday’s crime alert bulletin, please pray with us--pray for the 
safety of our entire campus community, for the impacted student and those walking alongside that 
person, for those who have experienced sexual assault in the past (or who are connected with those 
who have) and who are impacted more acutely because of that. Pray for our campus safety officers as 
they work to protect our community, and pray for a breakthrough in this situation that brings clarity and 
justice. Join our prayer as led by Pastor Paul at the start of this morning’s 
chapel: https://livestream.com/calvin-university/events/8784479 
   
  
Sarah Visser, Vice-President for Student Life 
John Witte, Dean of Students 
William Corner, Director of Campus Safety 
 


